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TO MEMBERS OF ISASC-- Jury, 1989. 


Eric P. Newman and A. George Mallis, members of ISASC, are 
preparing a book to be called "COMPENDIUM OF UNITED STATES COIN 
SCALES AND COUNTERFEIT COIN DETECTORS." The proposed book plans 
to incorporate all of the information available on United States 
patents for coin scales and detectors, plus descriptions and 
photographs of typical existing examples of such scales and 
detectors. 


It is hoped that members of ISASC will send to them any information 
they may have of such items in their collections. The name of each 
collector will be acknowledged in all photographs used in the 
proposed book unless the collector does not wish his name to be 
disclosed. All help from ISASC members will be appreciated in 
order to make this a definitive work on the subject. Please send 
the following information to: 

A. George Mallis, 788 Stony Hill Road, Wilbraham, MA 01095 

TYPE OF SCALE/COUNTERFEIT COIN DETECTOR 

PATENT DATE (IF KNOWN) 

NAME OF PATENTEE, PATENT NUMBER & DATE OF PATENT (IF KNOWN) 
DESCRIPTION OF THE SCALE/COUNTERFEIT COIN DETECTOR 

DESCRIPTION OF BOX & LABEL(S), (IF AVAILABLE) 

APPROPRIATE REMARKS 


PHOTOGRAPH (BLACK & WHITE, PLEASE) 


Eric Newman 


RELEASE 


I hereby agree to render services as a LECTURER/SPEAKER/ 
PRESENTER to the American Numismatic Association (ANA) and Media 
Resource Corporation (MRC) in connection with the audio, video, 
and television production of the LECTURE/SEMINAR/PRESENTATION , 


entitled: 


"American Counterfeit Coin Detector Devices" 


delivered by me at Seattle, Washington - August 24, 1990 


I understand that the entire 
LECTURE /SEMINAR/PRESENTATION or certain portions thereof may be 
used, produced and sold for commercial purposes by ANA and/or 
MRC (if authorized to do sco by ANA) and/or their respective 
assignees and I hereby agree to the use thereof for such 
purposes and the use thereof by ANA for other educational 


purposes. 


In consideration for my services, it is understood that 
my name will be listed upon the credits for any production for 
audio, video, and television whenever it is possible and 
practical to do ee. 


I acknowledge that the ANA is the sole copyright owner 
of said audio, video and television production for which I have 
rendered or may render my services. I understand that I retain 
the right to use the content Of said production ror my ow ~ 
benefit whenever I may so choose 61 [7 pytteclion Fy othe Lu 


For good and valuable consideration, which is hereby 
acknowledged, I hereby grant, assign, convey and release any and 
all rights which I might otherwise have in said audio, video, 
and television production to ANA and to MRC (to the extent that 
MRC is authorized by ANA to use, produce and/or sell said 
production), and/or their respective assignees and—I-hexeby— 

—~by-me—shall be-—deemed—a 
mended . 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 


Mr. Robert Stein January 12, 1999 
ISASC 

300 W. Adams St. 

Suite 32% 

Chicago, IL 60606 


Dear Bob: 


I enclose as you suggested a tentative draft of a blurb to 
offer our new book to those interested. I very much appreciate 
your kind offer to revise it and improve it. I enclose the front 
cover in order to have a reduced illustration of it go along with 
the release. 


If you need any more facts I will be glad to send them. 


I look forward to your new draft which I am sure will have 
moire promotion potential than the one submitted herewith. 


Thanks so much. 


Sincerely, 
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Eric P. Newman 
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ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 


6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
Mr. Robert Stein February 26, 1999 
LSASC 
300 W. Adams St. 
SutLe, 32.1 


Chicage;, IL. 60606 


De:‘ar Bob: 


Under separate cover I am sending you via UPS 400 pink flyers 
to be enclosed with the next ISASC mailing. I hope you like its 
final form. 

io ween bo thank you for your full cooperation in helping 
develop the format and the text. It certainly needed your touch. 

If you care to mention the book in your next newsletter to 
members that would also be appreciated. 


On a scale of 1 to 10, you weigh in at a 10. 


My best, 


Eric P. Newman 
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To: Robert Stein April 19, 1999 


From: Eric P. Newnan 


Thank you for your additional kind comment on our American 
Coin Scale and Detector book as contained in the Newsletter. 

As to a possible review of the book for Equilibrium do you 
have a suggestion as to someone who might wish to do it? If no one 
comes to mind perhaps you might throw out the idea at the Atlanta 
convention, Naturally the reviewer will be sent a copy. 
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TO ORDER THIS BOOK SEE COMMENTS ON LAST PAGE 


See RA Mt tren 


U.S. COIN SCALES and 
MECHANICAL COUNTERFEIT 
COIN DETECTORS 


By 


ERIC P. NEWMAN and A. GEORGE MALLIS 
Members of 
International Society of Antique Scale Collectors 
American Numismatic Society 
American Numismatic Association 


With complete U. S. Patent Office 
drawings covering Coin Scales and 
Mechanical Counterfeit Coin Detectors 


Including data and drawings of 
unpatented Mechanical Coin Detectors 


Detailed drawings and descriptions of 
variations of patented and unpatented 
devices as manufactured 


Copyright©1999 
Eric P. Newman & A. George Mallis 


Library of Congress Catalogue No. 91-091329 
All rights reserved. No part of this book may be 
reproduced by any means, without prior witten permission 
of the authors except by a reviewer who wished to quote brief excerpts 


in connection with a review for a magazine or newspaper. 


Printed in the United States of America 
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NEW ...AND A BREAKTHROUGH! 


Here's a one-of-a-kind resource for numismatists, scale collectors, 
and all others with an interest in the history of the American 
circulation of gold and silver coinage. Starting in the Colonial 
period and continuing through the American specie coinage era, 
the practice of checking the intrinsic value of such coinage was 


undertaken until it was no longer needed. 


During those years, verifying genuineness and curbing fraud by 
means of weighing and other testing was essential in maintaining 
the American circulation of gold and silver coinage, and Eric 
P. Newman and A. George Mallis have recently published the 
first comprehensive study of the subject. The authors are 
prominent numismatic researchers, and have collaborated to 
write the history of these weighing instruments. The American 
mechanical counterfeit coin detectors were manufactured in 
many types ranging from small pocket-sized devices to larger 


scales for countertop, banking, and other commercial uses. 


The 400-page book (page size 8 1/2" x 11") includes extensive 
illustrations, patent detail, trade advertisements, labels, 
explanations, drawings and other data about this fascinating 
field of American ingenuity and gadgetry. The book is thoroughly 
indexed and has a decided appeal for many, including members 
of the International Society of Antique Scale Collectors and 
of the many numismatic organizations throughout the U.S. The 
cost is $35, plus $4.50 for packing and U.S. postage. To purchase 
a copy, send check or money order for $39.50 to EPNNES, 6450 
Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63105. 
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$35, plus $4.50 for packing and U.S. postage. To purchase a copy, send check or money 
order to EPNNES, 6450 Cecil Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63105. | 


We A he He oe ek a OK 


NEW ...AND A BREAKTHROUGH! 
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Release 


New Book on American Coin Scales 
and Counterfeit Coin Detectors 


Equipment to determine whether coins in American circulation 
were full weight or counterfeit is the topic of a new book written 
by Eric P. Newman and A. George Mallis, being the first 


comprehensive study of the subject. Tt is entitled U.s. coun 
SCALES AND COUNTERFEIT COIN DETECTORS and includes extensive 
illustrations, patent detail, trade advertisements, labels, 


explanations, drawings and other data relating to this fascinating 
field of American ingenuity and gadgetry. Its authors are well 
known numismatic researchers and writers and have collaborated to 
make available the history of these instruments and their many 
varieties. 

Checking genuineness by weight and other tests was essential 
to maintain circulation of coins im the American Colonial period 
and continued in the United States until the elimination of 
intrinsic value in American gold and silver coinage. Small testing 
equipment was made to carry in one’s pocket or purse and larger 
equipment prepared for countertop, banking and other commercial 
purposes. The 400 page book is thoroughly indexed and will 
particularly appeal to those belonging to the International Antique 
scale Collectors Society or to the many American numismatic 
organizations. It is now available, (pix OOK ) 

Orders ‘may be sent to EPNNES, 6450 Cecil Ave, St. Louis, MO 
63105, accompanied by check or money order for $35 plus $4.50 for 
packing and U.S. delivery. 





(A picture of the four color cover 
illustration can be used as illustration 
with the release.) ree 
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Drafx ideas for press release 


A. George Mallis and Eric P. Newman have collaborated on a 
weighty subject. Counterfeit coin detection and coin scales were 
3 fundamental and crucial part of 17th and 18th century economic 
lite and the authors have fillad a void in the literature 
coricerning this fascinating and complex supject. The book is a 
comprehensive catalog of scales [ produced in or for use in North 
America]. The volume is copiously illustrated and provides 
information collected over several years which would be hard to 
find anywhere else. This book will of course appeal to those 
interested in colonial numismatics and the history of early 
Amarica. 

There ig a tuch broader audience which will appreciate the 
ingenious designs allowing cowboys to keep 4 workable scale in 
their saddle bag without fear of ruining its affectiveness or 
scales which measure weight, check the gauge (thickness) of a coin 
and measure its diameter to provide a complete analysis of a coin's 
vital statistics. The variety of scale types and the amount of 
useful information they provided will astonish even the most 
imaginative reader. Much insight into the various kinds of coins 
in. use can be gleaned from the lids of many scales which provided 
quick guidas to the fineness of a host of foreign precious metal 
coins. The importance of coins scales is easy to overlook because 
they no longer play as central a rola in our economic culture, but 
aside from the coins themselves, the scales used to measure and 
verify those coins were at least as important as the coins 
themselves for a substantial portion of early American history. 
The book will be available [| whenever] and orders can be mailed to 
[ ]. The price will be f[ J]. [ I£ you want to have an 
email address to include, you can use mine, 
thomas_serfass@yahoo.com, which I use for numismatic literature 
purposes anyway]. We might be able to get an email address like 
cainscalebook. I will look into it. If you would rather have an 
email address in your name, that can be arranged too. 
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Is this what you had in mind? 
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As far as news items go, I would address a letter to Beth at 
Coin World and Rioh Groh at Numismatic News. For the Numismatist, 
you would write to Barbara Gregory. Every one knows you and I don’t 
think publicity will be a problem. I also think you should send an 
announcement to Penny Wise and C4 as they are a natural audience. 
You might even suggest world coin news since so many of the scales 
came with so much foreign coin information on their lids. 

As far as format goes, In Coin World they oftem like to link 
publications to the club that sponsors oF underwrites the project. 
In this case some mention of Isaacs would probably be appropriate 
if for no other reason than to boost sales. How about the gold 
rush /territorial people, they might want a copy fox the role of 
gold rush field scales etc. Maybe the Brasher Bulletin or similar 
group. The other paople are the general scientifically curious, who 
would be fascinated by the engineering and innovations. Is there 
enough text for them? Any plans or GQrawings ? 

Again, I am not entirely certain what you want. We can work on the 
aS ee aspects and try to find free ways to reach the target 
audience. 
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Release 


Naw Book on American Coin Scales 


ang Counterfeit Coin Detectors 


Equipment to determine whether coins in American circulation 
were full weight or counterfeit is the topic of a new book written 
by Eric P. Newman and A. George Mallis, being the first 
comprehensive study of the subject. It is entitled U.S. COIN 
SCALES AND COUNTERFEIT COIN DETECTORS and includes extensive 
illustrations, patent detail, ‘trade advertisements, labels, 
explanations, drawings and other data relating to this fascinating 
field of American ingenuity and gadgetry. Its authors are well 
known numismatic researchers and writers and have callaborated to 
make available the history of these instruments and their many 
varieties. 

Checking genuinenass by weight and other tests was essential 
to maintain circulation of coins im the American Colonial period 
and continued in the Untied States until the elimination of 
intrinsic value in American gold and silver coinage. (| Smali testing 
equipment was mada indivi to carry in pocket or purse 


and larger equipment prepared for count op, banking and other <— 
commercial purposes. The 400 page. ‘tndéxed -hook is how 


_avattebbe and will particularly appeal to those belonging to the 
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International Antique Scale Collectors Seciety or to the many 
American numismatic organizations. 4720 %ew— avo tattle « 

Orders may be sent to EPNNES, 6450 Cacil Ave, St. Louis, MO 
63105, accompanied by check or money order for $35 plus $4.50 for 
packing and U.S. delivery. 
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BOOK REVIEW 


Weighing Coins — English Folding Gold Balances of the 18th and 19th Centuries 
by Michael A. Crawforth, London 1979 


Michael A. Crawforth has added new excitement to weighing and numismatic history in his 
recently published study of the English gold coin scale which rises into operating position 
when its box is opened. The charm of these 18th and 19th century examples of practical 
gadgetry has now been reinforced with his fascinating scientific study of their many varieties. 
With this book a reader may more fully realize the extensive and effective use for almost one 
century, of the pocket tester fo the detection of counterfeits and the measurement of short 
weight English gold coins then in common circulation. 

The author, a professional Industrial Designer, studied many folding balances and other 
scales in museums and private collections. He is currently editor of Equilibrium, the magazine 
of the International Society of Antique Scale Collectors (ISASC), and his book successfully 
combines all phases of the auther’s experience and scholarship. 

One is almost pleased that enough counterfeit, clipped, sweated or heavily worn gold coin 
circulated in England to create the need for merchants and traders to buy and carry in their 
pockets these appealing and delicate instruments. The excellence of profuse drawings pre 
pared by the author, particulatly those in perspective, enable the reader to appreciate the 
intricacy and style features of these weighing devices. The comparative detail of the individual 
parts show the care with which the research has been conducted to help determine the dates 
of manufacture, the nature of use, the makers, the improved accuracy and other features of 
the scales themselves, the adve’tisement of them, and references to their history and prior 
documentation the author has advanced the subject far beyond the listing of some examples 
by Sheppard and Musham published 57 years ago. 

By reviewing the evidence, the invention of the self-erecting pocket coin scale is logically 
attributed by the author to Anthony Wilkinson of Kirkby, England between 1774 and 1782, 
following the introduction of the New Standard for current weight of the guinea. When the 
coinage of sovereigns commeuced in 1817 and guineas were no longer minted, it is 
particularly enlightening how the author outlines the unusual scale adaptations devised for 
use during the transition period when both guineas and sovereigns were in circulation along 
with their halves. The book also describes the development of special supplemental facilities 
for specific gravity testing of coins for some of the scales, and the introduction of gauging to 
determine proper thickness for genuine coins. The success of Wilkinson’s folding scales 
caused others to go into business and the changes in style from the uprights to the beams, the 
turns, the boxes etc, are carefully delineated and described, showing the extensive sales efforts 
the makers undertook in improving and popularizing their product. The tabular coordination 
of the history of the folding scale and its detailed construction. the dates of their makers, and 
the light it throws on other scales of the period makes the book continually useful. 

It is hoped that a broad reception of this publication will encourage the author to additional 


studies on scales. Eric P. Newman. St. Louis, Mo., USA. 
SS 


Copies available from; 

ARTHUR MIDDLETON 

12 New Row, Covent Garden, 

London WC2N 4LF ENGLAND. 

Cost: 524 plus postage 

(UK 755., turope &1; Elsewhere 53). 
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By reviewing the evidence, the invention of the self-erecting pocket coin scale is logically 
attributed by the author to Anthony Wilkinson of Kirkby, England between 1774 and 1782, 
following the introduction of the New Standard for current weight of the guinea. When the 
coinage of sovereigns commeuced in 1817 and guineas were no longer minted, it is 
particularly enlightening how the author outlines the unusual scale adaptations devised for 
use during the transition period when both guineas and sovereigns were in circulation along 
with their halves. The book also describes the development of special supplemental facilities 
for specific gravity testing of coins for some of the scales, and the introduction of gauging to 
determine proper thickness for genuine coins. The success of Wilkinson’s folding scales 
caused others to go into business and the changes in style from the uprights to the beams, the 
turns, the boxes etc, are carefully delineated and described, showing the extensive sales efforts 
the makers undertook in improving and popularizing their product. The tabular coordination 
of the history of the folding scale and its detailed construction. the dates of their makers, and 
the light it throws on other scales of the period makes the book continually useful. 

It is hoped that a broad reception of this publication will encourage the author to additional 


studies on scales. Eric P. Newman. St. Louis, Mo., USA. 
——_——— 
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